May 10, 1983 LB 583

threaten in any way the delivery of community based nental
heal th prograns. In my opinion, one of the nmost serious
probl ens that we face in the comunity based nental health
programs is a lack of funding. And that requires, in ny

opi ni on, that we should use the funds that are avail able

in the community based nental health prograns as efficiently
and effectively as possible. To ne, that neans that we
shoul d not waste nmoney on rent and what is occurring in
Norfol k, Nebraska is in ny mnd, a terrible waste of noney.
W have beautiful facilities on the campus at Norfol k. |
would invite any of you to go there and | ook at the Norfolk
Regi onal Center. There are adequate facilities there to
neet the needs of the community based nental heal th program
as well as the State hospital. Despite that, the comunity
based nmental health programdesires to be in the nore plush,
ni ce offi ce space downtown next to the private hospital.

The reason for that, | think is sinple, Theycanrent much
ni cer space there. It's In a much nicer part of town. |t's
nore accessible. | mean, all of us would rather be in a

office building with a fountain than one out in the ol der
communi ty based nental health program But that doesn' t
nmean what they have been doing there is correct. | think
it's very inproper. (ne of the advantages of having the
comuni ty based nmental heal th program noved back to the
canpus at Norfolk is that there woul d be nore coordination
bet ween a psychiatrist and the other mnedical professionals
at the hospital and those in the conmmunity based program

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CULLAN: There has not been good coordi nati on between
those entitles in the past and that's one of the nost serious
probl ems we have faced with the delivery of nmental health
services in northeast Nebraska. So it's clear to ne that by
bringing those two entitles back in the same building, we

wi Il save substantial anmount of noney on rent. The rent

will be paid to a political subdivision so that it's...or back
to the State of Nebraska froma political subdivision so It's
not wasting noney on rent. It will be cheaper to theminitia

Il
and finally, it's going to result in a nore coordinated deli veriﬁ
systemfor services In that area. one which I's going to help
patients in northeast Nebraska and that should be the goal
of every nenber in the Legislature. | urge you to support
LB 583 so that we can acconplish this obgective. The one
last point | would nmake very quickly is that Senator Peterson
and | invited the Board of Directors of the County Comm ssioners
who run the nmental health programin northeast Nebraska to
come down here and talk about it, talk to us about this issue.

PRESI DENT: Term s expiring.
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